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The lower buildings just

Temple Block, Salt Lake City. Showing the Great Temple of solid granite, the domed Tahernacle, the Assembly Hall in the left background.
inside the wall are occupied by the Bureau of Information
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For stake assemblies commodious tabernacles have
been erected; and for greater gatherings, as those of
the general conferences of the church, the great Taber-
nacle in Salt Lake City is used,

By architects and others the Salt Lake Tabernacle
has been pronounced one of the most remarkable audi
toriums ever constructed. Tts structural plan is simple,
comprising essentially a great dome supported by but
tressed walls. It was in course of erection from July,
1864 to Octuber, 1867. The building i1s 250 feet long,
and 130 feet in greatest width. From floor to ceiling
at the middle the distance is 70 feet; and the network

of beams and trusses between cetling and roof 1s 10
feet high, The immense dome-root 1s of lattice con
struction and 1s seli-sustaimng, there being not so much

recreational work for profit, 1ts sole purpose bemng to
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as a single supporting pillar. More remarkable stll,
the roof i1s built entrely of wood and was onginally
constructed without nails or metal spikes. The enor-

mous beams and trusses were held together by wooden
pegs and rawhide thongs. While the Tabernacle was
in course of building, iron nails and spikes were ob
tainable only as they were brought across the plains by
wagon and team, and the high cost prevented their use.

Many modern bulldings present larger roof-span
but such are generally constructed of metal. A ca
pacious gallery, 30 feet wide, extends along the inner
walls and 18 broken at the west end only, where 1t gives
place to the grand organ and the scats reserved for
the great choir, In contrast with the usual methods of
construction this enormous gallery is not continuous

THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT asked
Dr. Talmage to prepare several articles on the
activities of the Mormon church. As stated
elsewhere, Dr. Talmage is a member of the
Council of Twelve, but this fact must not be ac-
cepted as indicative of a desire either on the
part of Dr. Talmage or this paper to publish
anything which may be regarded as of a prop-
aganda nature. Not alone is Dr. Talmage high
in the councils of the church, but he is a Fellow
of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, of which
there are only seven members who are Ameri-
cans. He is the only American holding life
membership. As one of the “Twelve Apostles”
of the church he attended the Third World's
Christian Citizenship Conference in Pittsburgh,
in November, 1919, at which time there was a
discussion of Mormonism.
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No mention of Mormon buildings would be even
hali-way complete without reference to the tempies,
which are uniquely characteristic ot thi ir peo-
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The Latter-day Saints have recently compieit@
temple at Late, Hawaian Islands, and another “"-“11;‘
g completion at Cardston, Alberta, Ca l""tli'-
Mormons a temple 1s more than chapel, tabes synd

d main-
nces, and

iry C M-

gogrue or cathedral. Temples are eredt
tained for the solemnization of sacred
not as places for general assembly or
gregational worship, -
Another Mormon structure of mmposing
and striking architectural design T'u‘.:'i~ A

Mt ‘|-il’.] NS

its main
y S (Church

entrance the unpretentious mscrption L. 1. 9 TERT
" . i i

Office s [hough but about five yea ' creuctitre

known far and wide, It is essentially a ,'. e ‘..

. . 111 1 Deacs

faced with thick granite, but with foundalinn & ==

. . \ in
and supporting columns ot solid stor _\' -

|l;! l-
1 jor i
g 0 fintshed
ground story and the next above ar “';,[.I'- is known

main part in highly polished aragomite, Wi etitutes
i the trade as Utah onyx. This buildins vt com
the administrative headquarters ot thi lhh'-'T*I"-. v presi
tains the offices and council rooms ol {:“ 11 '}-“:h‘.

dency, the Council of the Twelve Apos! M harities
Council of the Seventy, and other presiding he church
One entire floor is devoted to the work ol \-Ir-':tl'
historian ; and the greater part ol anothe! ,l{_'i'i,r_u-nc'-'
to genealogical rescarch, whi h, owing :' ].lk‘ among
of vicarious ordinance work for the dead, 'r'[.ll',..\"rnu:n!
the very prominent features of MormOon 'h}‘;'h' of the
The administration of such ordinances il i and the
departed is carried on n the h-_m[-h"_ Jds is a P
compmlation of accurate H"“'\"II'-‘P“‘-“I PECORSS
requisite thereto, . o large

+[hr- church has spent and 1s 'l'L.':']:M-.lw"l:L“
for the ercction and maintenance ©f nos|

"
11 Y

|I'|'I!_\ ’

sums

T]'.l'




